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Who Am I?

 Using the IBM i for almost 3 years

 From P.C. Richard & Son

 In the office I am known for

 RDi

 DB2

 Modernization

 Aspiring speaker



What Will Be Covered?

 Opening a member

 Code templating

 Snippets

 Templates

 Compiling

 Debugging

 Shortcuts



What Will Be Covered? (Continued)

 Content assist

 Filters

 Search tools

 Comparison tools

 Open multiples of the same source

 Help!

 & More…



Workspace



Creating a Connection

 Welcome tab is 

shown on first

startup of RDi

 Close this tab

to begin

setting things

up



Creating a Connection (Continued)

 Locate the 

“Remote

Systems Explorer” 

view

 Expand “New

Connection”

 Double click “IBM I”



Creating a Connection (Continued)

 Fill in 

connection 

information



Creating a Connection (Continued)

 SSH option

for secure

connection



Opening a Member

 Remote Systems View

 Shortcut - CTL + ALT + Q

 PDM perspective

 Object Table view



Opening a Member:

Remote Systems View

 Large number of members will 

cause delay

 Drop down lists

 Typing jumps to source



Opening a Member:

Shortcut

 Shortcut - CTL + ALT + Q

 Quick and easy

 Saves recent values

 Options:

 Edit

 Browse



Opening a Member:

Object Table View



Opening a Member (Continued)

 Open multiple members at once

 Working member is highlighted

 Easy to switch



Code Templating

 What is it?

 Functionality for inserting repeated code

 Why use it?

 Reusability

 Minimal typing

 Less errors

 Faster

 Easy to use



Code Templating:

Types

 2 types of templates in RDi:

 Templates – static

 Snippets – dynamic or static



 Where are they located?

 Open RDi preferences (Window -> Preferences)

 Search for “Templates”

 Choose Templates under “ILE RPG”

 Recommendation – rename templates to begin 

with “Template_”

 Easier to find using content assist

Code Templating:

Templates



Code Templating:

Templates (Continued)



Code Templating:

Templates (Continued)

 How do I use it?

 Use content assist for 

template selection

 Template contents displayed

when highlighted



Code Templating:

Snippets

 Where are they located?

 Open all RDi views 

(Window -> Show View -> Other)

 Search for “Snippets”

 Recommendation – add this view to a 

perspective

 Save the perspective



Code Templating:

Snippets (Continued)

 To edit/add snippets, right click within the view 

and choose “Customize”



Code Templating:

Snippets (Continued)

 Options to add, 

update, and 

delete

 Select a snippet to 

be displayed



Code Templating:

Snippets (Continued)

 How do I use it?

 Double click within 

the Snippets view

 Snippet variables 

will be prompted 

before code 

insertion



Compile Commands

 Compiling in RDi WILL simplify the compile process

 Save commands (Per object type)

 Any system command can be an RDi compile 

command

 CPYSRCF

 Compile commands shown are based on the active 

source’s type (member type)

 SQLRPGLE, RPGLE, CLLE, DSPF, ETC…



Compile Commands (Continued)

 Where are they located?

 Open up the “Work With Compile Commands” window

(Compile -> Work With Compile Commands)

 Recommendation - Use RDi’s compile variables

 Dynamic commands

 Recommendation – Prompt compile commands

 Prevents error



Compile Commands (Continued)

 Choose source type

 Choose a compile command 
to edit

 Select “New Command” for… 
new commands

 Use content assist for 
compile variables

 Variable description will be 
displayed



Compile Commands Variables



Compile Interactively

 By default, RDi compiles in batch

 To compile interactively

 Go to your connections properties

 Choose “Subsystems” and select the 

“Commands” tab

 De-select “Compile in batch”



Compile Interactively (Continued)

 See compile errors

 No need to search spool 

files!

 Errors appear in the 

Error List view

 Double click errors to 

jump to bad code



Compile Interactively (Continued)

 Recommendation - hide information messages

 Less displayed messages



Debugging:

Service Entry Points

 What is it?

 Entry breakpoint for a 

program

 How do I use it?

 Right click the source you 

wish to debug

 Select “Set Service Entry 

Point”



Debugging:

Service Entry Points (Continued)

 Form will be filled in

 Alter as needed



Debugging:

Service Entry Points (Continued)

 Maintain Service Entry Points

 Refresh Entry Points after recompiling



Debugging

 How do I know when I am debugging?

 Debug perspective will open

 Debugged program will show a highlighted line

 The following buttons will light up

 TERMINATE EXECUTES CODE UNTIL PGM ENDS



Debugging:

Breakpoints

 Right click desired line

 Select “Add/Remove 

Breakpoint”

 Double click margin

 Toggles breakpoint



Debugging:

Breakpoints (Continued)

 Breakpoints view

 Quickly edit breakpoints

 Stay until removed

 Easy to get around

 Jump to line

 Open member



Debugging:

Breakpoint Conditions

 Right click 

breakpoint (works 

in view as well)

 Select “Edit 

Breakpoint…”



Debugging:

Breakpoint Conditions (Continued)



Shortcuts



Shortcuts – Generic

 Ctrl + S – Save

 Ctrl + C – Copy

 Ctrl + X – Cut

 Ctrl + V – Paste

 Ctrl + Z – Undo

 Ctrl + Y – Redo



Shortcuts – Useful 

 Ctrl + Backspace – delete the line your cursor is on

 Ctrl + Delete – delete everything to the right of the 
cursor

 Ctrl + D – duplicate current line

 Ctrl + A – select all

 Ctrl + F – find/Replace 

 Ctrl + W – show all lines. Resets any filters

 Ctrl + Shift + D – search lines by the date it was 
changed



Shortcuts – Useful (Continued) 

 Ctrl + Shift + C – compile using the last used 

compile command

 Ctrl + F5 – removes any syntax/compile errors 

within the editor

 Ctrl + / - comment out the current line

 Ctrl + \ - uncomment the current line

 Ctrl + Space – content assist



Shortcuts - Jumping Around

 F3 OR Ctrl + Click – jump to declarations

 Alt + Left Arrow – jump to previous positions

 Alt + Right Arrow – jump to positions jumped from

 Combine the effects of F3 and Alt + left arrow

 Ctrl + E – reveal a list of all program tabs open

 Type to make the list more concise



Shortcuts – Finding Files

 Ctrl + Alt + Q – open Member menu

 Typing in Remote Systems Explorer 

will jump to any files that you have 

available



Shortcuts – Select Rectangle

 Alt + R - begin rectangle block selection

 Alt + R OR Click and Drag – finish rectangle block 
selection

 Once the block is selected:

 Alt + U – deselect block (or double click anywhere)

 Alt + D – delete selection

 Alt + C – paste selection at cursor position (code shifts right)

 Alt + Z – paste selection at cursor position (overwrites code)

 Alt + M – paste selection at cursor position and delete 
selection



Shortcuts – Flow and Indentation

 Ctrl + Shift + M – skips to the end/start of a block 

of code

 Ctrl + M – selects the block

 Ctrl + Shift + F – auto format code based on YOUR 

indent settings

 Ctrl + Shift + O – display the flow of the selected 

statements (Ctrl + F5 resets the arrows)



Shortcuts – Debugging

 F5 – step into

 F6 – step over

 F7 – step return

 F8 – resume program

 Ctrl + F2 – terminate program



Shortcuts – Shortcut of All Shortcuts

 Ctrl + Shift + L – shows all shortcuts



Shortcuts – Creating your own

 Preferences -> 

General -> Keys

 Create/alter 

shortcuts



Content Assist

 What is it?

 Autocompletion list

 Provides helpful details

 Why use it?

 Less errors

 Fast

 Detailed descriptions



Content Assist (Continued)

 Useful with longer names



Content Assist (Continued)

 How do I use it?

 CTL + Space

 Hit Enter for 

selection

 Hover to show 

entire item



Content Assist (Continued)

 Recommendation - use Content Assist when calling 

a procedure

 Displays parameter list



Filters

 Find members 

faster



Filters (Continued)

 Asterisk (*) used as 

a wildcard

 Substitute one or 

more characters



Multiple Criteria Filters

 Create a filter that will 

find 1 source

 Right click filter and 

select properties

 Select “Filter Strings”

 Use “New filter string”



Search Tools

 What is it?

 Functionality that returns lines of code that matches 

your search criteria

 How do I use it?

 CTL + F – String search

 CTL + SHIFT + D – Date search



Search Tools - Strings

 Search for a string with many options

 String replacement



Search Tools - Dates

 Search for lines of code using altered date

 Different search options given



Comparison Tools

 RDi provides 2 code comparison tools

 What is it?

 Functionality to view changes between 2 sources

 How do I use it?

 1. Select 2 members in the Remote System Explorer, 

right click, and choose compare

 2. Select the following symbol in the toolbar



Comparison Tools (Continued)

 Recommendation - Use the Remote System 

Explorer Comparison 

 Capability to copy code differences from one member 

to another

 Sadly, the background is white



Open Multiples of the Same Source

 What is it?

 Capability of having the same member open multiple times 
(maximum of 5)

 How do I use it?

 CTL + 2 – open view

 CTL + 0 – close view

 Why use it?

 Prevent jumping around code

 All sources kept in sync



Multiples of the same source 

(Continued)



Help!

 Editor help

 Help -> Help Contents

 Code help

 Source -> ILE RPG HELP

 Open help window

 F1



Multi-line code shift

 Highlight lines of code to be shifted based on 

indentation settings

 Tab – shift code right

 Shift + Tab – shift code left 



Refactoring

 Renaming an item



Quick Access

 Search bar for almost anything



Hovering



Current Code Location

 Displays 

procedure/subroutine 

based on cursor position



Work Offline

 Right Click your connection

 Select “Work Offline”



Opening Copy Member



Tasks

 Program errands

 Marks specific line

 Priority levels



Tasks:

Adding a Task

 Right click program 

margin

 Select “Add Task…”

 Right click within Tasks 

view

 Select “Add Task…”



Tasks:

Tasks View

 To-do list

 Easily mark as completed

 Sort by (priority, program, etc…)



The End!

Any Questions?

Contact info:

Mike.Zaringhalam@pcrichard.com


